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PAUL’S VISIT TO ROME. 


Rom. xv. 29.—And I am sure that when I come unto you, I shall 
come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 


Tue labors of St. Paul in the ministry are a literal and striking 
fulfilment of the commission he received from his Lord at the time 
of his conversion and call to the apostleship. But rise and stand 
upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to 
make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou 
hast seen and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee ; 
delivering thee from the people and from the Gentiles unto whom I 
now send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive 
Sorgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctifi- 
ed by faith that is in me. Nor did he ever forget the charge; 
the effect of this heavenly vision was never effaced from his mind. 
His labors were incessant. His great ruling principle was to do 
good ;—of this he never lost sight. He had often signified a strong 
desire to visit Rome, but had always been hindered —pursuing one 
steady purpose, preaching the gospel and establishing churches, a 
convenient opening had never been presented. Such were his con- 
vietions of duty, that he could not break off in the midst of his la- 
bors and make a journey merely to gratify a private feeling. Not 


till there was no more place for him in those parts, that is, not till his 
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work as an apostle was finished, could he think of leaving there: 

and to show the multiplicity of his engagements, the weight of care 

that pressed upon him, he signified, that after he had visited Jerusa. 

lem, to carry the contributions he had received for the poor saints, 

he should spend a season in Rome, having in view at the same time 

a journey into Spain. Indefatigable laborer! what successor of 
_ thine shall catch thy mantle and imbibe thy spirit? 

The same commission is given to every minister of Christ; the 
same principle ought to govern every act. All may have the same 
object, though not the same opportunity. 

The text contains a strong expression of faith in regard to the 
apostle’s proposed visit. A similar sentiment is contained in the first 
part of this Epistle. For I long to see you, that I may impart 
unto you some spiritual gift, to the end you may be estabtished. 
It is interesting to trace the operations of a great mind so richly 
imbued with the spirit of Christ as the apostle’s. 

Our object in this discourse is to dwell upon the design and as. 
sured effect of St. Paul’s visit to Rome. 

I. His design or object is thus expressed: I shall come in the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

His object, it appears, was not to view the magnificence of the 
city: Rome at this time had reached her zenith of glory; immense 
stores of wealth had been collected and expended in erecting public 
buildings; her merchants were princes, and lived in splendid hab- 
itations ; there were scattered through the eternal city the most 
costly edifices, temples of vast dimensions, structures and pillars of 
immense height, fountains of great beauty; strangers from all parts 
of the civilized world had come to survey its extent, and admire the 
specimens of architecture—the display of genius. And although 
Paul was not destitute of taste, was not insensible of the existence 
of many wonders both of nature and art the city contained, he did 
not feel himself at liberty to indulge even in innocent recreation 
‘while acting under his commission from the King of Zion. 

What Foster so eloquently said of the devotedness of Howard the 
-Philanthropist, may with still greater propriety be applied to Paul 
the Apostle: “I wonder what must have been the amount of that 
-bribe in emolument or pleasure, that would have detained him from 
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his great work. The law which carries water down a declivity, 
was not more unconquerable and invariable than the determination 
of his feelings towards the main object. The importance of this 
object held his feelings in a state of excitement which was too rigid 
to be affected by lighter interests, and on which therefore the bean- 
ties of nature and of art had no power. He had no leisure feeling 
which he could spare to be diverted among the innumerable varie- 
ties of the extensive scene which he traversed ; all his subordinate 
feelings lost their separate existence and operation, by falling into 
the grand one. There have not been wanting trivial minds to mark 
this as a fault in his character. But the mere men of taste ought 
to be silent respecting such a man; he is above their sphere of 
judgment. The invisible spirits, who fulfil their commission of 
philanthropy among mortals, do not care about pictures, statues, and 
sumptuous buildings; and no more did he, when the time in which 
he must have inspected and admired them, would have been taken 
from the work to which he had consecrated his life. The curiosity 
which he might feel, was reduced to wait till the hour should arrive, 
when its gratification should be presented by conscience, which kept 
a scrupulous charge of all his time, as the most sacred duty of that 
hour. He acted under a full conviction that he had one thing to 
do, and he who would do some great thing in this short life, must 
apply himself to the work with such a concentration of his forces, 
as to idle spectators who live only to amuse themselves, looks like 
insanity.” 

Nor was it his object to become acquainted with her philosophers, 
her poets, or her orators. Although Paul admired genius and re- 
spected true greatness, and though Rome could then boast of a list 
of distinguished men, he had other objects in view. He went there 
not to gratify taste or curiosity, not to form acquaintances with the 
great and powerful, but to preach the gospel. This was his ambi- 
tion, this his glory — For to me who am less than the least of all 
saints is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ. For I determined not to know 
any thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified. God 
forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He was confident the same almighty efficacy would ac- 
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company his preaching at Rome that had been manifested at othér 
places ; therefore he says, I shall come in the fulness of the bless. 
ing of the gospel of Christ ; he felt assured that a divine unction 
would accompany the truth—that he should be instrumental of 
the conversion of sinners. 

In his Epistle to the Ephesians, the apostle enumerates the bless. 
ings they had received through the preaching of the gospel, 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The principal were, their election by grace, their holy vocation, 
predestination to the adoption of children, acceptance in Christ 
Jesus, and redemption through his blood; the revelation of the 
mystery of God’s will, a title to the heavenly inheritance, the sancti- 
fying and sealing influence of the Holy Spirit. To give any thing 
like a connected view of the nature of these blessings, as thus eny- 
merated, would occupy several discourses. We remark in general, 
that his object was to impart the knowledge, grace, and consola- 
tions of the gospel. 

Rome, though the metropolis of the world, the seat of science and 
the arts, the great emporium of the empire, the centre of power, was 
given up to idolatry; some faint rays of light began to pierce 
through the awful gloom; some adventurous martyr had found his 
way there, and lifted the pall from the world of moral death. 

The apostle, filled with holy benevolence, longed to open a school 
of Christ in the midst of her overflowing population. 

1. He desired to communicate the knowledge of the gospel. 
With all her wisdom, the imperial city knew not God. One design 
of his preaching would be to give them correct views of the char- 
acter of God. For it is eternal life to know the true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom he has sent. Whom ye ignorantly worship, said 
the apostle to a heathen city; Him declare I unto you. He would 
aim to make them acquainted with God in all the relations he sus- 
tained as Creator, Preserver, and Benefactor ; as possessed of natural 
and moral attributes, as worthy the love and service of all his intel- 
ligent offspring. He would explain to them the nature of God's 
moral government — the wisdom of its laws; its adaptation to the 
character and circumstances of his creatures, as calculated to bring 
out their reigning disposition, to illustrate his paternal regard, at the 
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same time to secure their obedience. He would expound the law, 
show its spirituality and extent, assert its claims, and vindicate its 
sanctions. He would next give them a history of God’s providence ; 
then present a view of man, his primitive purity, his ruin and: re- 
covery ; he would then direct ‘their attention to the great mystery 
of godliness, God manifest in the flesh: this would lead him‘ to 
dwell upon the person of the Mediator, his divine and human na- 
tures, his vicarious sufferings, the sufficiency of his atonement, and 
the extent and perpetuity’ of his reign. He would speak of the 
covenant of grace, its provisions and stability ; of the terms of sal- 
vation ; the marks and evidences of Christian character, the works 
and victory of faith, and the retributions of the next world. As 
sound doctrinal knowledge lies at the foundation of Christian hope 
and holy obedience, the first object of the apostle would be to diffuse 
light, to publish the truth, to instruct them in the knowledge of God 
and divine things, This he would do in all plainness and fidel- 
ity. 

2. He desired to impart not only the knowledge, but THE GRACE 
OF THE GOSPEL. 

He was always aware that the treasure of the gospel was com- 
mitted to earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power might be 
of God. When therefore he spoke of any transforming influence 
exerted upon the heart, when he referred to renovation of mind or 
change of life, it was ascribed to God; when he alluded to any good 
done; he regarded himself as only an instrument. Still, he knew 
that the preaching of the gospel was the appointed means of spirit- 
ual blessings. He coveted success. He desired some seals of his’ 
ministry. As the word preached was the grand instrumentality of 
the conversion of sinners, he could be satisfied with nothing short: 
of their turning to God. No state of outward prosperity in a church: 
can satisfy a conscientious minister, if their spiritual interests. de 
cline. He knew that knowledge was important, but that grace was: 
indispensable. He could not rest, therefore, in a mere discharge of 
duty ; he desired to be instrumental in the conversion of men. He: 
so aimed to present the truth, that his hearers would be convinced: 
of sin, would feel their guilt in breaking the law of: God; in with- 
holding their hearts from him; when a spirit of. inquiry wes awa 
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kened, his ‘solicitude for their spiritual welfare was proportionably 
increased —he urged them without delay to repent and believe the 
gospel; he exposed every false resting-place, stripped them of every 
excuse ; attempted to reduce them to the necessity of fleeing to 
Christ ;he shut them up to the faith ; the penitent, whose hearts 
were humbled, he directed to the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world. His object was to bring them into a state of 
acceptance with God; for while their hearts were unhumbled and 
their sins were unforgiven, they were every moment exposed to the 
divine displeasure ; no duty, however seriously performed, would be 
acceptable, for they that are in the flesh cannot please God. To 
bring about a reconciliation with their offended Maker, he pointed 
them to Christ, the Days-man, the Mediator; assuring them that 
through this man is preached forgiveness of sins —that through 
Christ they could be justified from all things from whieh they could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. 

In visiting such a city as Rome, a place of such immense busi- 
ness, where so much talent would be found, he knew enough of the 
world to expect that all would be interested in secular concerns ~ 
some would be intent upon the accumulation of wealth, others would 
be equally engaged in the pursuit of pleasure— multitudes would be 
enlisted in the race of worldly honor: in order to do them good, he 
must arrest their attention, bring them to feel that they had other in- 
terests at stake; that he could show them a more excellent way to 
live; that the gospel he preached was from God, and had claims 
which it was reasonable to acknowledge and dangerous to deny. 
He could not expect them to receive his assertions without proof, 
nor forsake all and follow Christ, without evidence of their lost con- 
dition and his ability to save. He would therefore, as in the case 
of Felix, adapt his instructions to their character and circumstan- 
ces; he would reason to carry the understanding ; preach the law, 
to enlighten the conscience and produce a sense of sin ; he would 
hold up the doctrines of the cross to remove a sense of guilt. He 
desired to come in the fulness of the blessing, converting them from 
the error of their ways. Outward attention, therefore, was not 
enough ; regular observance of the Sabbath, though desirable, would 
not satisfy; he aimed at a radical, entire, and saving change -——any ' 
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thing short of this, he knew, would leave them without the kingdom 
of God. The whole history of the apostle’s labors will show how 
simple was his aim, how uniform his object ; what he desired ‘for 
his kindred, according to the flesh, he desired for all, that they 
might be saved. For this Christ came into the world, for this his 
gospel was preached ; he could not therefore find time to indulge a 
taste for literature or the fine arts; the love of Christ constrained 
him, the personal ministry of Christ was his pattern ; he went in 
search of the lost, and rejoiced when he could bring back a wan- 
derer to the fold. The converted he gathered into the church. 
There is no evidence that he ever encouraged a sinner to hope in 
the mercy of God who lived in the neglect of duty: hence there is 
no evidence in the Acts of the Apostles that any were accounted 
Christians who did not own Christ before men. And when it is 
recollected that a profession of religion was a step that attracted no- 
tice and generally exposed men to persecution ; that for the most 
part laws were found in the statute-book authorizing the persecution 
of the saints, you will see that it required some energy of principle 
to be a Christian. The question of following Christ was not then 
agitated for weeks and months; it was decided promptly, in view 
of all the consequences. 

Having gathered his converts into the visible church, he did not 
leave them to relapse into sin or sink into indolence. He urged upon 
them to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ ; he represented 
the Christian life as a race to be run, the crown to be won was con- 
ferred only at the end —as a warfare which continued while we were 
in the flesh. He enjoined upon all the followers of Christ to forget the 
things that were behind, and press forward—to make progress in 
holiness. He assigned to each his appropriate duty, and gave no en- 
couragement of divine approbation to such as shrunk from a just 
responsibility. His anxiety for men did not cease when they were 
gathered into the church. He watched over them with Christian 
faithfulness ; he followed them with his prayers, aided them by his 
counsels, and gave them to understand that they would prosper in, 
religion in proportion as they were active in duty and: benevolent in 
their -feelings. His daily prayer was, that they might know what’ 
was the hope of their calling, and what their peeuliar dispensation. 
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- 3. He desired also to be instrumental in imparting to them 
the consolations of the gospel. 
. Their prospects while in a natural state were gloomy and uncer- 
tain. Sin, which had darkened their mind and filled them with ig- 
norance, debased their natures and made them wretched. He 
knew he should find them a prey to distressing anxiety, exposed 
to many evils, the origin and design of which they did not under- 
stand, subject to disappointment, and while they possessed an im- 
mortal nature which stirring within led them to think of the future, 
ignorant of what was before them, unable to penetrate the gloom 
that rested upon the sepulchre, he had strong hopes that he should 
be able to relieve their fears and allay their anxieties by preaching 
to them the precious doctrines of the gospel; he would especially 
point them to the doctrine of the resurrection, by which life and 
immortality are brought to light. By this doctrine, in connection 
with the atonement, he would inspire a hope beyond the grave. 

Another source of the consolation he would impart arises from 
the assurance of an interest in Christ. I know, said the apostle, 
in whom I have believed. He desired others to know. He preached 
the doctrine of justification by faith; of the witness of the Spirit— 
that amidst the conflicts and trials of life, the Christian may enjoy 
the calm and steady expectation of future blessedness. The first 
Christians under the instructions of the apostles, having committed 
their souls to Christ, felt secure in their hopes, and instead of going 
back to lay a new foundation, instead of lingering about the 
threshold of salvation, they pressed forward, gave their prayers and 
efforts to the conversion of the world: in this way, without their 
care, their happiness flowed like a river. Great peace have they 
that love thy law, and nothing shall offend them. 

These blessings of knowledge, grace, and divine consolation, the 
apostle aimed to diffuse in all their fulness. They were blessings 
indeed, Could they be realized, could he be the happy instrument 
of imparting them, how would they render desirable such a visitant! 
Many of them had travelled into Greece to learn the arts, to acquire 
a. knowledge of the sciences, but he came to confer upon them rich- 
et, gifts —— spiritual blessings, without which they must. perish — 
permanent. blessings, which would abide for ever. Worldly dis- 
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tinctions would soon be lost, earthly treasures would soon be scat- 
tered, or pass into other hands; but he came to make themyrich to- 
wards God, to put them in possession of a title to. am inheritance 
that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. A visit 
originating in such motives, and aiming at such results, occupied 
the mind of the apostle; and having been matured by prayer, was 
entered upon with confidence. 

The grounds of this confidence we propose now to examine. 

It is supposed that Paul was in Corinth when he projected this 
visit to Rome. He was sufficiently acquainted with the system of 
idolatry established throughout the’ heathen world, to know that he 
would meet with the most determined opposition. ‘This system was 
identified with the whole structure of society ; it pervaded all classes 
of the community ; was strengthened by the instructions in element- 
ary schools, was associated with all the domestic duties and enjoy 
ments ; with all their civil and military institutions. In every place 
of public resort, in every temple of worship, he would find an altar 
to some idol God. Under such a system of delusion, he might ex- 
pect to find a state of morals the most degraded ; in the midst of ex- 
ternal splendor and gorgeous luxury, the affections would be debased 
and the conscience seared; and while genius was admired and 
learning was cultivated, gross darkness rested on the mass of the 
people. If he listened to the dictates of reason, he would not visit 
such a stronghold of error to preach the gospel of Christ, whose 
spirit and doctrines were in direct opposition to every intellectual 
and moral habit. What could he hope to accomplish; a single in- 
dividual, aided by a few obscure members of a church formed with- 
out patronage, without resources ; human prudence would have dis- 
suaded him from such an enterprise. If he had been influenced by 
a regard to reputation, he would have shrunk from such a step; he 
would not have hazarded his reputation ; but while he knew the in- 
fluence he must encounter from high places—how firmly supersti- 
tion was intrenched in the hearts and habits of the community, 
what violent prejudices would be awakened, what opposition would 
be made to the truth — though he might be regarded by some as an 
enthusiast, by others as beside himself, he was determined to go, and: 
he did not fear to express an assurance of success. 


¢ 
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And I am sure that when I come unto you, I shall come in 
the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. In the strength 
of this confidence did he enter upon the execution of his plans. Nej- 
ther the reign of superstition, nor the prevalence of prejudice ; nei- 
ther the corruption of the people nor the power of princes, depressed 
his spirits or retarded his movements. His object was to bring the 
capital of that vast empire into subjection to the obedience of Christ, 

The ground of his confidence rested on no sudden impulse, no 
unexplained impression : but, 

1. Upon the promise of Christ. 

He doubtless took great encouragement from the express language 
of prophecy: Ihave given the heathen to my Son for his possession. 
As I live, saith the Lord, All the earth shall be filled with the knowl- 
edge of the Lord. ‘These predictions might assure him that he 
would not labor in vain, nor spend his strength for naught ; still, he 
could not learn from these whether God would specially bless his 
exertions, or whether the set time to favor Zion had come. When 
the Lord Jesus Christ gave commission to his apostles to Go into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every living creature, 
he said, Lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
The import of this precious promise is, that a divine influence 
should accompany their preaching, rendering the truth effectual. 
Without this, although he might by his reasoning convince the un- 
derstanding, or by his appeals touch their sympathies, still he could 
not change the heart. For Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but 
God giveth the increase. His great Master knew the obstacles he 
would be called to encounter; obstacles which would try his faith 
and tend to paralyze his energies: he therefore assured him of his 
success in the midst of his trials, when he called him to the apos- 
tleship; he said, I now send thee unto the Gentiles to open their 
eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God ; as he received his commission from Christ, he 
felt assured he should not fail, for the promise had reference to the 
specific object for which he was sent. Through Christ's strength- 
ening he could do all things ; he could reclaim the wandering, fix 
the attention of the careless, subdue the pride of the heart, and bring 
down lofty imaginations; no stronghold could be so impregnable 
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that he could not gain an entrance ; no error so specious he could 
not expose it: though it was a world of vast darkness he visited, he 
believed the light of life would dissipate it ; his heart was not more 
intent upon the object than he was confident of success. The cer- 
tainty of the promise was equal to its fulness, The Lord Jesus 
Christ had a special interest in its accomplishment. He had borne 
their sins in his own body on the tree. The Father had said, he 
should see of the travail of his own soul and be satisfied ; what was 
left for the apostle was, to preach the word and plead the promise 
before God. How could he doubt? If he looked to the Author of 
the promise, the stability of the covenant, the interest of the Savior 
in the success of truth, he must believe that the great truths of the 
gospel would prove mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds ; if the Son of God had said, Lo, I am with you, my 
Spirit shall go before you, he might have confidence, that however 
feeble his ministrations or inadequate his efforts, they would prove 
mighty through God. A hope that rested on such a foundation 
could not fail. Is any thing too hard for the Lord? Hath he spo- 
ken and shall he not do it? The character of Christ, the truth of 
his promise, the success of his cause, was staked upon the mission 
of the apostles. And though he turned his face to Rome, where 
Satan’s seat was, where superstition reigned almost without a check, 
where power and prejudice were armed against the gospel, yet, rely- 
ing upon the promise of Christ, he believed he should be instru- 
mental in turning many to righteousness, of adding to the chureh 
such as should be saved. 

2. His confidence in the promise was strengthened by past exrpe- 
rience of its truth. 

When he first began to preach the gospel to the Jews, the Spirit bore 
witness to the truth. As he opened their scriptures, and alleged that 
Jesus was the Christ, many were convinced. And when he turned 
to the Gentiles, he had still greater success. He had seen them 
obedient, by word -and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by 
the power of the Spirit of God. He had already taken a wide cir- 
cuit, dispensing the gospel of the grace of God. He says, from Je- 
rusalem, and round about Illiricum, J have fully preached the gospel 
of Christ. In all these places, as he had not shunned to declare 
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the whole counsel of God, he had been encouraged. by seeing the 
fruit df his labors. He argued, from the success which had attended 
him in other places, that he should succeed in Rome. The circum. 
stances would be similar; he would be called to attack the same 
system of idolatry ; and, having fully tried the gospel as an instru- 
ment of conversion, being convinced of its adaptation, having wit- 
neised its triumphs, he was ready to preach it at Rome also. 

There was an other consideration which strengthened his confidence 
in the promise of Christ: the providence of God had been his 
shield in danger. The King of Zion, when he sent out his minis- 
ters, early gave intimation that he would watch over their personal 
safety. They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. The apostle, in the execu- 
tion of his commission, had been exposed to enemies and dangers, 
his life had been in imminent peril, but God had cast over him the 
broad shield of his protection ; and he argued that he was preserved 
from threatened death, because there was other work for him to do, 
He was well aware of the hazard of setting up the standard of 
Christ in a heathen city, of preaching an uncompromising gospel to 
lovers of pleasure, aspirants after power, to the proud and idola- 
trous; that he could not expose their system of error and denounce 
the wrath of God against all unrighteousness of men, without stir- 
ring the indignation of the carnal mind; still he would dare to do 
it, for He who had opened a way of escape from former dangers; 
would now be his defence, and clothe his message with power. 

3. His confidence rested on the indications of Providence, both 
in regard to himself and to the church at Rome. 

1st, In regard to himself. God had given him a strong desire 
to visit them. The feelings of a minister are no slight indications 
of the divine will. The apostle inferred from the fact that he 
strongly desired to see them, that his visit would prove a blessing. 
For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gos- 
pel of his Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you al- 
ways in my prayers; making request if by any means now at 
length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to 
come unto you.. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto 
you some spiritual gift, to the end you may be established. 
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And no other: dobr was opened to him in lesser eile: He had 
formerly been hindered ; there had been much work for him to do; ; 
but now, having no quore place in these parts, and having a great 
desire these many years to come unto you, whensoever I take my 
journey into Spain, I will come to you. He is thus particular, 
because he believed the purpose of God was to be determined by 
the leadings of his providence. 

Said the venerable Dr. Carey, the father of modern missions to 
the East, soon after he entered upon his work in Asia, “ All my 
hope is in God; and when I reflect that he has stirred me up to the 
work, and wrought wonders to prepare the way, I can hope in his 
providence, and am encouraged and strengthened.” 

2d, The apostle was equally encouraged by the feeling of the 
church. It appears they had a similar desire to see him. Their 
hearts were drawn out to him; they reposed confidence in his char- 
acter, and believed his visit would be profitable. In the case of his 
visit to Macedonia, a special revelation was given, because no pre- 
vious disposition to hear the gospel had been evinced; but here 
they were ready to receive the word. As every obstacle which had 
existed from his engagements and duties was removed, and the 
church at Rome were waiting for him, he could not hesitate. 0, 
how does it encourage the heart of the minister, when the people, 
like Cornelius and his friends, are disposed to hear all that is spoken 
in the name of Christ! when they are prepared to co-operate with 
him in every good word and work, giving him their countenance, 
holding up his hands by their sympathy ! 

4. His confidence rested on the prayers of the church. 

The apostle had a high sense of the efficacy of prayer. He was 
fully convinced of the established connection between the bestow- 
ment of blessings and that preparation that is obtained by asking for 
them. It is no less true that God is the source of all divine inflw- 
ence, than that he will be inquired of, sought unto, to bestow that 
influence. The apostle, though abundantly furnished to his great 
work, so far from relying upon his gifts, repeatedly solicited an in- 
terest in the prayers of those whom he had begotten in the gospel. 
In the verse following the text, in reference to his intended journey 
to Jerusalem, the dangers to which he might be exposed, the preju- 
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‘dices he might be called to encounter, he earnestly entreats the 
prayers of his brethren at Rome. Now I beseech you, brethren, for 
the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that 
ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me; that 
I may be delivered from them that do evil in Judea; and that 
my service which I have, for Jerusalem may be accepted of the 
saints ; that I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, 
and may with you be refreshed. 'The degree of confidence he re- 
posed in the prayers of God’s people is expressed in his Epistle to 
the Philippians — For I know that this shall turn to my salvation 
through. your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
When therefore he had reason to believe that in reference to his pro- 
posed visit to Rome, multitudes of the saints were daily at the throne 
on his behalf, lifting up their hearts that he might be an instrument 
of good, he might well say, I am sure that when I come unto you, 
I shall come in the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. 

Such are some of the grounds of the apostle’s confidence ; it was 
not hastily indulged nor blindly persisted in; it rested on a reason- 
abie basis ; nor was he made ashamed of his hope. His subsequent 
history proved that his divine Master went with him. Some even 
of Cesar’s household believed. He planted the standard. of the cross 
on the royal palace, and the lodgment which had been made in Rome 
was maintained, and the victories commenced were carried forward, 
till every idol was prostrate, every heathen temple consecrated to the 
living God ; till incense and a pure offering ascended from every 
altar. 

We close this discussion with a few brief remarks. 

» 1. We see what ought to be the sole and single object of min- 
-isters who visit a people: the same that was before the apostle; 
»to be instrumental of doing good; to make them wise unto salva- 
tion. 

This should be the controlling object of every minister—to this 
he ought to bend all his powers, direct all his efforts; for this he 
ought to make every sacrifice, give up every preference ; for this 
mortify his love of ease, of society, of science ; his regard for rep- 
utation, his desire of influence. Accounting it his highest honor to 
be associated with Christ and his apostles in the divine work of 
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evangelizing the world; every step he takes should be directed tp 
the attainment of this object, every sermon and visit have this only 
aim. Surely it is wise to view this subject now as we shall view it 
on a bed of death, with eternity in view, when the worth of souls 
and a sense of obligation is realized. How did the venerable Brown 
of Haddington, the pious Doddridge, the devoted Baxter, look upon 
the object of a minister’s study and labor, when they came to die ? 
They regretted that they had not been more single in their view and 
dealt more faithfully with souls. How can I gain the largest acces- 
sions to the kingdom of Christ, how can I be the means of bringing 
the greatest number of sinners to Jesus, is the question which ought 
to engross a minister’s most vigorous thoughts. He should be a man 
of one purpose. 

2. We may learn that all success is of God. 

Although the apostle preached and labored and prayed as though 
the whole weight of the vast fabric of the church rested upon *him, 
still he manifested as much dependance, looked as much for aid from 
above, as though he had done nothing. He seemed to understand 
perfectly these two great principles of the gospel —activity on the 
one hand, and dependance on the other. 

No man ever exercised more vigilance and self-denial, more en- 
gagedness and perseverance ; no man ever prayed and trusted more ; 
lived more by faith, or put on more patience ; and yet, after all his 
tears and prayers, his watering and planting, he felt that God must 
give the increase. And in this he is the pattern of every gospel 
minister. ‘Those who depend upon their own resources and accom- 
plishments, upon talent and learning, policy and eloquence, will find - 
that there is a darkness upon the human understanding which no 
light of reason and science can dissipate——an obduracy inthe natu. . 
ral heart which no arguments can overcome, no persuasion softens” 
It is not by might nor by power, but by the living energy of the 
Spirit of God, that the heart is renewed, and the sinner saved, 
After Paul had gone on from conquering to conquer, * planting 
churches and bringing men to a knowledge of the truth, he pauses 
in the midst of his victories, and says, lest any should trust in man, 
Who then is Paul, who then is Apollos, but ministers, mere in- 
struments by whom ye believed? All our sufficiency is of God, 
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3. When ministers are full of faith and the people are enga 
ged in prayer, we may expect a divine efficacy to accompany the 
word. 

Ministers and peopje exert a mutual influence upon each other, 
for good or for evil. What if the apostle, in his visit to Rome, had 
turned aside to see the various objects of interest the city presented; 
what if he had associated with the gay, or engaged in political strife; 
how would the church, who had been praying for him, been hum. 
bled ; her energy would have heen paralyzed; or had he, coming 
in ardent hope of winning souls to Christ, found the church divided, 
or encumbered with worldly care, given to pleasure, or ambitious 
of worldiy distinction, how would he have wept in secret places — 
his confidence had died away. ‘The zeal and consistency of a min- 
ister encourage a church, while the sincerity and prayerfulness of a 
church greatly inspirit a pastor, arm him with courage. When a 
people expect a blessing, and are united in prayer, when they have 
a hearing ear, the preacher feels that he shall not labor in vain, 
But if the church is cold and formal; if meetings for prayer are 
neglected ; if family worship is given up, and the children are left with- 
out instruction and are not restrained, sinners are confirmed in their 
errors, the word preached will not profit, and the minister, dejected 
and sad, returns to his closet to weep. It is doubtless true, the state 
of the minister and church decide the prospects of sinners—if they 
are formal, those without are hardened. But, brethren, notwith- 
standing all my discouragements, arising from myself and from oth- 
ers, relying upon divine grace, in some humble sense I can adopt 
the language of the apostle in the text—I have strong confidence 
that we shall yet see great things —this extensive field of death will 
yet be animated —this valley of vision yet be visited by the breath 
of the Almighty—I see it—Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O 
most Mighty, and ride forth, prosperously because of truth and 
meekness, and let thy right hand teach thee terrible things. Let 
thine arrows be sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies. 

Come Lord Jesus, in the power of grace, conquering and to conquer. 


Behold, the vision shall come, it shall not tarry; wait for it, 
in the attitude of prayer and activity. 





